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PASTORAL REFLECTION 

 

Waiting in Jerusalem 

 

According to the book of Acts, (1:1-11), 

following the Resurrection, Jesus told the 

disciples to stay in Jerusalem.  Then, for the 

next 40 days, he would appear to them from 

time to time reminding them about the 

dream of God (God’s will) for the world and 

how they would soon receive the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit in order to make them part of 

its’ realization.  This brief passage brings up 

two points that are often missed by the 

Christian church today.   

 

The first is the need for humility.  That is, 

remembering that it is God, and not the 

church, that has a dream, be it the grand 

dream of the universal reign or 

commonwealth or kingdom of God, or a 

specific dream for the ministry of a specific 

congregation.   

 

Many churches spend a lot of time in focus 

groups and strategy sessions creating mission 

plans and vision plans for their ministries. This is 

important to do, as it helps create consensus 

and builds support among the members of a 

congregation. However, we should always 

view such efforts as a process of discernment 

rather than as creation. We are not the 

creators of the vision, but rather, its bearers 

and implementers. It is not the Church that 

has the dream: it is God’s dream that has a 

Church.  

 

The second thing this time of waiting brings 

up for us is our own need for patience. During 

the Vietnam War, the theologian H. Richard 

Neighbur wrote a powerful essay entitled, 

“On the virtue of doing nothing.”  His 

theological point was that God’s will is 

sometimes best achieved by choosing not to 

act as much as by choosing which right 

action to take. 

 

We Protestants are “doing” people.  Our 

spirituality tends to lean heavily towards 

activism. We can sometimes behave as if we 

feel that if our goals are not achieved within 

certain chronological time frames then 

God’s will must have changed.  But God’s 

timing is not the same as ours. God operates 

on a kiros and not a chronos clock. There are 

times when God wants us to just “Be”: to pray 

with open hands, and to wait with patience 

in Jerusalem for the visitation upon us of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

If we are willing to do this, if we are willing to 

wait patiently for the movement of the Spirit, 

then we will become the inheritors of the 

promise that Jesus made to his disciples 

when he said “Greater things than I have 

done, will you do.” (John 14:12) 

 

The connections to our life here at SCC are 

obvious and the path is equally clear. It is 

because the work we do here is God’s work 

and not ours that we must wait patiently on 

the Holy Spirit in order to have clarity about 

what that will be, as well as to be 

empowered to accomplish it. 

 

Over the next few months, your Council, 

along with other church leaders, will enter a 

period of discernment of the leading of the 

Holy Spirit for the ministries of our 

congregation. One component of this 

process will be to gather as much information 

as possible about the English-speaking 

community we are called to serve. Should 

you be familiar with any sources of good 

information of this sort, please let us know.  

Other dimensions of the process will involve 

holy conversations about who we are and 

what we believe God would have us do.   

 

Perhaps the most important dimension of this 

process will be prayer. We want to be 

assured that whatever ministry initiatives we 

undertake or continue are in accord with the 

dream of God for us and nothing less.  Please 

keep this process of spiritual discernment in 

your prayers. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Fred Milligan 

___________________________________________ 

 
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT 

 

 Last year was a year of many changes. As a 

congregation, we seemed to stop at each 

juncture, take a deep breath and move 

forward, confident in the Lord.  This year we 

have started on a new stage in our journey of 

faith. I am sure that we will find it interesting 

and enlightening. I am also sure that we will 

be up to the challenges it will bring. 



We have a new Church Council. My thanks 

and appreciation go to those who served on 

the previous Council for their energy and 

dedication to the development of the 

church. A new pastorate and a new Council 

give us an incentive to review what we are 

doing, why we are doing it and how it fits in 

with God’s purpose. One of the first things the 

new Council will do is task the committee 

chairpersons with reviewing their activities 

and reporting back to Council on the 

answers to these questions.  

 

 Our focus must be on the future. We have an 

obligation to move forward, to face the 

challenges that the future will bring, to be the 

disciples that we are called to be, to be 

welcoming and loving. I cannot think of a 

congregation that is capable of doing this 

better than this one. 

 

 Victor Hawkins 

Council Chairman 

 

 

 

RESULTS of the SCC AGM 
 

Summary of Pastor’s Annual Report  
 

Here is a summary of the report I gave at 

SCC’s Annual General Meeting on April 19th.  

 

Three and a half months after my trip here in 

August, I hit the ground running on 

December 2nd as I arrived in time to 

participate in my first funeral alongside Alf 

Cooper and jump into the activities of the 

Advent/Christmas season and the children’s 

Christmas pageant.  By the end of my first 

month here, I had also had my first baptism 

and my first wedding! By the time of my 

official Installation in March, I was beginning 

to feel settled into my new home. 

 

It has been 25 years since my three months in 

an intensive Spanish-language program in 

Guadalajara, Mexico. While, little by little, my 

capacity to communicate is improving, I still 

make many mistakes. 

 

For instance, I was trying to wish our 

caretaker Segundo and his wife Edith a “bon 

voyage” as they began their vacation. 

Instead of saying “Que tenga un buen viaje”, 

I said “Que tenga un buen vieja!” Segundo 

just smiled and grabbed Edith around the 

shoulders and said “¡Si tengo!” 

 

 

 

First impressions:  

 

There are a (growing) number of adjustments 

(big and small, both church-related and 

personal. Some of my favorite Chilean things 

(in no particular order) include: 

1) Parking attendants on every block! 

They provide security as well as a car 

wash if you want one. 

2) Hiking the cordillera 

3) Biking in Parque San Cristobal 

4) The Pacific Ocean is only two hours 

away. 

5) The metro! (who knew?) 

6) The highway system 

7) Street corner flower, vegetable and 

fruit stands 

8) 11:00 am tea time 

9) The Easy and Jumbo just two blocks 

away 

10) The Wine and Wine tasting parties 

11) So much more to be discovered 

12) Santiago Community Church! 

Some of my favorite things about SCC 

include: 

1) Wine for communion and at church 

functions 

2) My beautiful, well-situated home 

3) My own fig tree, lemon tree, 

pomegranate and palm trees, and a 

gardener to keep them growing! 

4) The joy of constantly meeting/ 

welcoming newcomers and visitors 

from around the globe 

5) All the bible study and other groups, 

especially the Men’s Tuesday morning 

Breakfast group 

6) The musical talent in the church 

7) The beautiful diversity of our church 

members 

8) The incredible staff 

9) The children, youth and young adults 

10) The openness to what God is doing in 

your midst 

My biggest challenges/learnings have been : 

1.) in remembering to ask, “Why do you 

do it that way?” rather than, “Why 

don’t you do it this way?”, or even 

more importantly, “Why are you doing 

it at all?” 

2.) patience, to wait on the Holy Spirit to 

offer us guidance for the next phase 

of our journey together. I am full of 

excitement for the future. 

 

 



My main requests of the congregation would 

be: 

 

1) Help us find opportunities to spend 

time getting to know each other in 

both the big and small ways 

2) Have patience with me as I adjust to 

and learn the dual cultures of this 

country and congregation 

3) Have patience with yourselves in the 

process of grieving the loss of how you 

functioned in your relationship with 

David and Kathy 

4) Open your hearts to the fact that the 

changes taking place here are a part 

of the process by means of which God 

is doing a new thing in your midst  

5) Pray for me and for our ministry 

together and ask God to reveal to us 

what He would have us be and do to 

meet the needs of the least, the lost 

and the lonely we are called to serve. 

 

Y ¡que tengamos un buen viaje! 

 

Fred Milligan 

 

A new Council and Auditing 

Committee were elected for the 

year May 2015 – April 2016 at the 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The Church Council  

 

Magdalena Fernandez 

Eduardo Fuentes 

Victor Hawkins 

Becky Linton 

Carina Löbel 

David Madison 

Fred Smith 

Madeline Szabo 

Tessa Too Kong 

Neil Walbaum 

Gordon Yorston 

 

The positions on Council will be assigned at 

their first meeting. 

 

 

The Auditing Committee  

 

Carol Chatterton 

Brendan Cooper 

Peter Walbaum. 

 
 
 

OUR AUTUMN CALENDAR 
 

Regular Activities 
 

Monday Morning Bible Study 

Mondays at 9.30 am and rotating around the 

homes of those participating in this women’s 

group of Bible study and fellowship. 
 

Bible Breakfast Fellowship 

Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the church hall 

All men are welcome to start their day 

with breakfast and study!! 
 

Tuesday Evening  Bible study at 7:30 pm 

Bible study on “Psalms: Music for the Soul” in 

the Sunday School  room. Open to all adults. 
 

CHIMPS Playgroup 

Wednesdays from 10:00–11:30 am 

Children age 0 – 3 (along with a parent) 

are welcome, meeting in the Sunday School 

rooms. 
 

Casi Nuevo 

Wednesdays, 10:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Meet in the hall over coffee and a chat  to 

knit/sew for the Calvo Mackenna Children’s 

Hospital  
 

Young Adult Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church 

hall- for late teens to early 30s 
 

Women’s Forum 

Thursdays, 10:45am 
1st Thursday of the month: Praying for the church 

2nd Thursday of the month: Christian video 

3rd Thursday of the month: Bible study with Linda 

4th Thursday of the month: Coffee morning off the 

premises. Contact Moira on 222750485 
 

Women’s Bible study  

Thursdays at 1:00 pm in the church hall 

All women are welcome. 
 

Choir Practice 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm in the church hall – or in 

the chapel when it gets colder. 

Sundays at 9:30 am in the church hall. 
 

Friday Music Fellowship 

Fridays from 7:00 pm in the chapel 

(Please note that there is an ongoing 

conversation as to the best 

day/time/frequency of meeting; do check 

upcoming service sheets for the latest 

information.)  

This group meets to “make a joyful noise” to 

the Lord and occasionally to prepare pieces 

for Sunday morning worship, when re-

quested. If you are interested in adding your 

voice, guitar, recorder or other instrument to 

this gathering, please do join in. 



Other Upcoming Activities 
 

Couples’ Relationship Workshop  

Friday, May 15th, 7.00  - 9.00 pm in the church 

hall 

Frank and Madeline Szabo will lead couples 

and introduce them to "The Love Bank" and 

other tools that will help nourish their 

relationship.  

They participated in a very active group in the 

USA.  One thing they learned by attending that 

group is that they are not alone.  Lots of 

couples need help in figuring out how to 

communicate positively, in fun ways, and stay 

connected.  It was especially helpful to have 

couples attend who were in all different stages 

of their marriages…just-marrieds to those with 

more than 50 years together.  We all need 

support and can really learn from each other.   

We hope you’ll come on out for a FUN, 

interactive evening.  Babysitting available for a 

free will offering .  Please bring a snack and a 

beverage to share.  Sign-up at the Discipleship 

table after Sunday services or send an e-mail 

to the church office at 

office@santiagochurch.org. 

 

Pentecost Celebration 

Sunday, May 24th, 2015 – 10:30 am  

This day completes the long road from Ash 

Wednesday through Easter resurrection to the 

coming of the Holy Spirit to the followers of 

Christ—a journey “from ashes to fire.”  

Pentecost marks God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to 

the Church and is now considered to be the 

Christian church’s official birthday. Our 

morning Service will be a spirited time 

together. The traditional colour for Pentecost is 

red. We invite everyone to please consider 

wearing “flame colours” to our Service - red, 

orange, yellow and this year, to include some 

blue as it too is found in the flame. Please join 

us for birthday cake after the service. 

 

Service of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Friday, May 29th, 7.00 pm 

To commemorate the week of prayer for 

Christian Unity, the Catholic Archdeacon of 

Ecumenism, José Manuel Arenas SJ, is 

organizing an ecumenical service, to take 

place here at our church. All welcome! 

 

International Dinner,  

Saturday June 6th at 7:30 pm 

Only a month away - mark your calendars for 

what's sure to be a night filled with tantalizing 

flavours and aromas at our 2015 International 

Dinner.  Be on the lookout for more exciting 

news about this evening! 

If you love to cook and would like to 

contribute your time and talent or would like 

to help with the organization of this event, 

please contact Janis Fuentes at 9817 6431 or 

via email : ejki@hotmail.com for more 

information. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Book Sale  

Saturday, June 13th, 10.00 am – 12 noon 

We will have 1000s of used, mostly English, 

paperback books, as of $700CLP each. And 

there’ll also be marmalade and chutney on 

offer. Be sure to tell others about this sale! 

If you’d like to help with the setting up of the 

books on the Friday or with the sale/clearing 

away on the Saturday, please speak to Frank 

Caralps (Tel.: 226725430 – office hours).  

_______________________________ 
 
KEEP THE DATE FREE!  
 
Saturday, October 17th – Sunday, October 18th  
 

This year’s ALL-CHURCH RETREAT at the Retreat 

Centre in La Reina, Santiago – more details to 

follow. If you prefer, you can come for just the 

Saturday – but don’t miss out! 

_______________________________ 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSES 
OF THE MONTH 

 

We encourage you to commit to memory the 

following scripture verses for each month: 
 

May – Acts 1: 4b-5: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 

but wait for the gift my Father promised, which 

you have heard me speak about. For John 

baptized with water, but in a few days you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

June – Acts 2: 1-4: “When the day of Pentecost 

came, they were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. They saw what 

seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them. All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them.” 
 

July –Acts 2: 44-47: “All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They 

sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke break in their homes and 

ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.” 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

Weddings:  

14.03.15 Nicolás Alvarado Bustos and 

  Rosana Zamora Wilsdon 

14.03.15 Joaquín Orrego Luco and  

  Camila Aguilera Lazo 

 

Special Wedding Anniversaries: 

25.02.15 Naosuke and Michiyo Kasai 

  (50 years)   

11.04.15 Ian Campbell and Elizabeth  

  Braun (65 years) 

14.04.15 William and Cecilia White  

  (32 years) 

 

Funerals:  

03.02.15 Elizabeth Compton Trumble 

12.02.15 Bettina Berkwood Hobsbawn 

 George 

18.03.15 Ian McNab Ewing 

31.03.15 Betty Diana Malden Trevithick 

06.04.15 Juan Federico Russell Beckett 

Lackington 

 

Prayer concerns: 

Jean Giesen 

Betty Scott 

Pat Gomez 

Jackie Donoso 

_______________________________ 
 
 

OUTREACH UPDATE 
 

The total amount from the three retiring 

collections for the North of Chile came to: 

CLP$ 863.970.The Outreach Committee 

decided to round this up to CLP$ 2.000.000 

using available funds. This is the same 

amount donated last year for the 

earthquake in northern Chile. Like last year, 

the funds will be channeled through the 

Salvation Army. 

 

We have also organized retiring collections 

to help towards the relief work in the South of 

Chile (following the eruption of the Calbuco 

volcano) and in Nepal – on Sundays, May 3rd 

and May 10th.  

_______________________________ 
 
 

SCC FINANCES 
 

At end March 2015 

 

Total operating income: CLP$ 34.806.468 

Total operating expenditure:  CLP$ 37.148.542 

Operating Deficit:   CLP$   2.342.074 
 

Pledged for 2015 

by end April 2015: CLP$ 67.127.672  

                     plus US$ 5.000 (79 pledges) 

 

There were101 pledges received last year,  

so quite a few pledges pending! If you’re  

continuing your pledge from last year but  

haven’t yet sent us a stewardship form for  

2015, please do fill one out and let us have  

it as soon as possible to help with this year’s  

budgeting. Forms can be requested  

via e-mail.  

_______________________________ 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Our Sunday School continues with seven 

classes:  

Penguins (2s – 3s) 

Llamas (3s – 4s) 

Dolphins (4s – 5s) 

Condors (grades 1 – 2) 

Cheetahs (grades 3-5) 

Pegasus (grades 6 -8) 

High School 

The children moved up to their new classes in 

March. 
 

We still need a few more volunteer Sunday 

School helpers to serve once every two 

months. No teaching needed – you are an 

extra set of hands. Contact Brooke if you can 

help at brooke@santiagochurch.org. 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
 

SCC has 3 youth groups by age: 

 

 GF Club- for our third to fifth 

graders(and those who turned 8 by 

March 1st), meeting once a month 

after worship 
 

 Cross Connexions- for our sixth to 

eighth graders (and those who turned 

11 by March 1st), meeting one Friday 

night and one Sunday after worship 

per month 
 

 The Open Circle (TOC) – for high 

school students (and for those who 

turned 14 by March 1st), meeting one 

Friday night and one Sunday after 

worship per month 
 

Those in third grade and older are also 

encouraged to participate in our acolyte 

program. The acolytes bring the flame into 
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worship at the beginning of the service 

(symbolizing the light of Christ) and light the 

candles. At the end of the service, he or she 

carries the flame of Christ out into the world 

having extinguished the candles up front.  

 

Please contact Brooke Welborn, at 

brooke@santiagochurch.org with any 

questions about the Youth Programs. 

_______________________________ 
 

ONLINE PHOTO DIRECTORY 
 

Have you checked it out lately? New photos 

are being added regularly. Help yourself put 

together names and faces in our church 

community!! E-mail the church office at 

office@santiagochurch.org to ask for the 

updated link. Please remember that the link is 

only for SCC friends.  

 

_______________________________ 
 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

Council Chair – Victor Hawkins 

Pastor: Reverend Fred D. Milligan, Jr. 

 

Office hours:  9:00 am -1:00 pm  

    (Mon. – Fri.) 

Administrator: Audrey Wilsdon 

Phone/fax:   56-2-2232-1113,  

    56-2-23355076 

E-mail:   office@santiagochurch.org 

Web site:       www.santiagochurch.org 

Facebook:   Santiago Community 

Church 

Location:   Avda. Holanda 151, 

Providencia, 

    Santiago, Chile 

Mailing Address:  Casilla 16144, Stgo. 9, Chile 

_______________________________ 
 

The “SCC News” is a quarterly newsletter 

which comes out in February, May, August 

and November. Each publication goes to 

print on the last Wednesday of the month 

prior to the edition in question, and the 

deadline for input is one week ahead of that. 
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