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FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Happy to Be Here 
 

            Carol and I started smiling when we saw the 
Andes and have been smiling ever since.  During 
our first five weeks at Santiago Community Church 
you have made us feel at home in so many ways: 
your warm welcome; your willingness to make 
room for strangers; your sense that church is 
supposed to be fun; your graciousness in treating 
interims like family. 

According to the thesaurus on my computer, 
the word interim can be replaced by short-term, 
acting, or provisional.  I’m glad you did not call me 
to be your “Provisional Pastor.”  It doesn’t have 
much of a ring to it.  I, nonetheless, recognize that 
my job is temporary.  As we get ready for a 
permanent pastor, my goal in our time together will 
be to help SCC focus on and celebrate what it 
means to be Christ’s church.  

My list of the essentials necessary to be a 
church would include worship, fellowship, ministry, 
evangelism, and education.  Your list might be 
different from mine, but my list, like SCC itself, is a 
good one.  
 Worship is the central activity of the church, 
because in worship we give ourselves to God.  Every 
worship service has a certain “feel” about it.  
Though it’s hard to explain, we sense it.  I love the 
sacred and joyful “feel” of worship at SCC.  Our 
worship is not a spectator event but an experience 
of God’s love. 

Fellowship is difficult to quantify, but it’s 
also hard to miss.  The church hall is loud and fun 
on Sunday at noon.  A church like SCC could easily 
become a one hour a week church, but we keep 
pulling people into the circle.  Friendships grow as 
we learn one another’s name, look one another in 
the eye, and listen to the stories of how we got here. 
 Sincere worship and fellowship lead to 
authentic servanthood.  The ministries in which our 
congregation shares—Hogar La Granja, Habitat for 
Humanity, Youth for Christ, Casa Esperanza, and 
Fundacion Crescendo—are ways in which we serve 
God’s children.   
 We have a hope worth sharing.  More people 
need SCC than know about SCC.  We have friends 
who need a community of grace and the hope of 
Christ.  We welcome people who show up and invite 
those who would never get here without our 
invitation.  
 SCC is becoming more like Christ.  The two 
Bible studies of which I’ve been a part—the Tuesday 
breakfast Bible study and the Wednesday night 
young adult study—are thoughtful, open, and lively.  
We come up with a variety of answers to the 
question, “How can we be God’s family?”  Being a 

Christian is not about what we know as much as it 
is about who we are becoming.   
 We are grateful to God for the opportunity 
to serve with people from whom we have much to 
learn about authentic spirituality; a church in which 
members genuinely worship and work; a church 
where children, youth, and senior citizens matter; a 
church in which laughter reminds us of God’s 
presence.  We are blessed to get to share church 
with saints who love SCC, and are teaching us to 
love SCC, too.   
 
Happy to be your interim pastor, 
 
Brett 

 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
August 10 

Chips Off God’s Block 
1 John 3:1-7 

 
August 17 

Fred Milligan preaches 
 

What we take in by contemplation,  
we pour out in love. 
--Meister Eckhart 

 
            We live as we pray.  The Psalms call us to 
thanksgiving, supplication, lament, praise, and 
confession.  With the hope of growing in faith, we 
will spend five Sundays on “Praying the Psalms.” 
 

August 24 
Praying Hopefully 

Psalm 63 
Holy Communion 

 
August 31 

Praying Honestly 
Psalm 32 

 
September 7 

Praying Thankfully 
Psalm 65 

Holy Communion 
 

September 14 
Praying Silently 

Psalm 62 
 

September 21 
Praying Desperately 

Psalm 27:7-14 
Holy Communion 

 
September 28 

“Jairus’ Daughter” 
Choral Music and Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
SPRING IS COMING!! 

 

Our church programming continues as we start 
moving into the warmer weather. Please mark your 
calendars for the following and plan to join us: 
 
Habitat Work Brigade  
Friday, August 15        9:00 am – 5.00 pm  
We will work to construct a concrete floor (with 
concrete and aggregates) for a house in San 
Bernardo. We will meet at the church. There is no 
cost involved – unless a small contribution for 
lunch (to be confirmed). Please sign up to join in, 
indicating as to whether you can offer or would 
need transport from SCC. David Madison is the 
church contact. 
 
International Dinner 
Saturday, August 23          7:30 pm 

We will have appetizers from the Middle East, 
main dish from the Netherlands and dessert 
from Argentina, plus you will get to learn a 
little about each country. Recommended for 
adults and children ages11 and older. 

 
Cross Connexions and The Open Circle  
Sunday, August 24                                  12:15 pm 
     Our youth groups for those ages 11 (by last 
     March) through age 18 will meet after church. 
     Bring $2.500 for lunch – friends are welcome. 
 

Sunday School Teacher & Helper  
Training Lunch 
Friday, August 29                     12:30 pm  
     For all interested in our children and youth 
     Sunday school. Contact the church office. 
 

Ladies Guild Book Sale 
Saturday, September 6                    10:00 am 
 Join us in the church hall for a sale of used 

books, marmalade, chutney and more! If you 
have books to get rid of, we’ll gladly take them. 
Volunteers needed to set up books Friday 
morning and to help with the sale on Saturday. 
Contact the church office if you can help. 

 
Getting Acquainted Dinners 
Friday & Saturday, October 24 & 25 

     These informal dinners in the homes of  
    church members provide an opportunity 

    for groups of 8-10 adults to gather for 

    fellowship. You can volunteer to host or join  
    in. Mark your calender! 

 
 

 

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 
Fri. October 10 – Sun. October 12 

 

This will be the 12th year that our church family 
has gathered for a weekend of worship, study, 
fellowship and recreation. Here are some details 
and highlights: 
- The retreat begins with Friday night dinner and 

continues through Sunday lunch at a location 
easy to get to on the eastern edge of Santiago. 

- Participants are welcome to come for the entire 
weekend or any part of it. 

- Costs will be similar to last year – details to 
follow. This year you will have the option for 
paying for individual meals, rather than for the 
whole day (especially important for those who 
can only come on Saturday!). 

- Reservations with a deposit are due by Sunday, 
September 28, and financial help is available. 

- We will have time for study, creativity and 
conversation in small groups, plus “free time”.  

- All ages are welcome. Children third grade and 
older will be in the small groups with adults for 
part of the time, with a special program for 
younger children. There will also be a nursery 
for the “wee ones”, with family time, as well. 

 

Would you like to be involved with planning the 
retreat or helping with some of the details? Or do 
you have more questions about the retreat? Contact 
the church office for info. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSES 
OF THE MONTH 

 

August – Find rest, O my soul, in God alone. My 
hope comes from God. God alone is my rock and 
my salvation. (Psalm 62:5-6) 
 

September – Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” (Matthew 22:37-38) 
 

Post the verse where you see it each day. Say it with 
family members at meals.  Make it part of your 
evening prayers. Ask God to help you live your way 
into scripture. 
 

 
UPDATE FROM  

DAVID AND KATHI 
 

(Excerpt from an informal e-mail from 
David) 
 
  Yes, it is official-- I am the new Pastor of 
Mifflin Presbyterian Church in Gahanna, Ohio.  The 
service went well on Sunday, July 27th and the vote 
was positive.  

My thanks to everyone for their good wishes 
and prayers.  We feel very good about the new 
congregation and their mission focus---they have 
sent teams to Honduras regularly.   

Our next step is finding a house.  I officially 
begin on August 11.It does feel a little surreal.  

 We still have this feeling that we should be 
heading back to Santiago about now.  I do know 
SCC is in good hands.   
 
David Bubb 

 
 
 
 



 

 

PASTORAL SEARCH UPDATE 
Ministerial Call 

 

The Pastoral Search Committee reviewed all 
of the applications from candidates interested in 
the position of Pastor at Santiago Community 
Church and studied and carefully selected a group 
of those whom we thought were the most desirable. 
We then conducted interviews with all of these 
candidates and listened to and watched their 
sermons. We then dealt with the issue of the 
compensation package and English language 
schooling for those who had school age children. At 
that point we eliminated a number of candidates for 
various reasons. We continued with our Skype 
conversations with the remaining candidates, 
finally unanimously recommending that we should 
call the Reverend Fred Milligan as Pastor of 
Santiago Community Church. We believe that the 
Reverend Milligan is the right person for this 
congregation at this time. This decision has been 
unanimously confirmed by the Council. 

The Reverend Milligan has a Masters in 
Divinity degree from Vanderbilt University Divinity 
School in Nashville, Tennessee and a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Chicago Divinity 
School. He also has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology and Music. He has served as pastor for 
five years at Whitehaven Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in Memphis, Tennessee and for seven years 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. He has spent eighteen years 
in a range of interim pastor positions where he has 
been extremely effective in working with 
congregations in crisis. He has also spent six years 
working for the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America in the area of 
Stewardship Education. He has travelled 
extensively in South America and has lived with a 
Mexican family for three months in Mexico. 

He is an accomplished preacher whose 
sermons can be heard on the website of his most 
recent position as pastor of Newtown Presbyterian 
Church in Newtown, Pennsylvania. In our three 
Skype interviews with him, each lasting over an 
hour, we have found him to be an outgoing person 
with a good sense of humor and dedicated to the 
service of our Lord. We have spoken to his 
references, who are united in their praise for the 
work he has done. He has met and had a discussion 
with David and Kathi, whose reaction was very 
positive. He has a working knowledge of Spanish, 
albeit it is a “bit rusty”. He is a single man having 
divorced in 2003. We have discussed the 
employment package with him and he is in 
agreement with it. He enjoys children and as our 
Sunday school and young people’s programs are 
very important to us we have discussed at some 
length with him the issue of Christian education for 
children.  As a result of our discussions we believe 
that this can be covered by the Reverend Milligan, 
our current Christian Education Coordinator and 
lay support. We will re-evaluate this after he has 
been here a few months.   

At our invitation he will be visiting us from 
Friday 15th August till Thursday 21st August. He will 
preach on Sunday 17th August. We will endeavour to 
ensure that he meets as many of the congregation 
as possible during his visit. We are planning that he 
will be on site at the beginning of December to take 
over from Brett and Carol when they leave. 
We thank you for your patience during the search 
period. 
Pastoral Search Committee 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
 

We continue to have seven Sunday School classes 
(five that meet weekly, two older classes that meet 
less often). The classes continue to enjoy the 
curriculum, “Feasting on the Word”, that uses the 
lectionary passages for the week. You can check out 
the materials at www.feastingontheword.net.   
  Parents receive information each week 
through email on the theme for the week. If you are 
not receiving it and would like to, please let Brooke 
Welborn, our Christian Education Coordinator, 
know at brookewelborn.scc@gmail.com.  
 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

Weddings:  
26.07.2014 León Illanes Fontaine and  
   Andrea Isabel Álvarez Bazley 

Funerals:  
26.05.2014 Thomas H. Burford Wilson 
24.06.2014 Hans Bugge Olsen 

Farewells: 
Tom & Evelyn Esselstrom  
Gwen & Mark Anding, with Florencia & Zane, to 
Paraguay 
Valerie Fonseca, retiring to Canada 
Chad &Shawn Hiley, with Carlyn & Alyssa, to 
Canada 
Lorenzo Mamani, to New Jersey 
Sarah McKrola, with Charlie, Ruby & Olin, to 
Oregon 
Keith & Marilyn Post, to the US 
Mark & Grace Swaine, with Noah, Nathan & 
Samantha, to the US 
Sabrina Doré, with Joaquin, to the US 
Rosaura García, to the US 
David and Kathi Bubb, to the US 

Prayer Concerns: 
Luis Sutherland 
Betty Scott 
Pat Gomez 
Dorothy Orrego 
… and all our homebound friends 
 

Please keep us informed of other concerns in our 
church family, either by emailing the church office 
or calling someone who is on staff at the church. 
 

 

SCC FINANCES 
 

Total Expenses through July 2014       65.917.235 
 

Total Income through July 2014  64.602.524 
 

Deficit   1.314.711 

 

http://www.feastingontheword.net/
mailto:brookewelborn.scc@gmail.com


 

 
OUTREACH 

 
Thanks to all who contributed to the Food 

Collection at the end of June. Your contributions 
will help those in need through Youth for Christ, an 
organization supporting children and families in 
Cerro Navia. They are very appreciative of our 
donation. 

We continue to collect tapitas, or bottle 
tops from soft drink bottles. Currently they are 
taken to Rostros Nuevos, an organization that 
supports adults with intellectual disabilities. They 
sort the items then sell them to an organization that 
recycles them into plant containers.  
 

SCC was well-represented at the fundraising 
dinner for Fundacion Crescendo, the center and 
group home for adults with intellectual disabilities.  
 

We hope to have some hands-on projects 
lined up soon. Watch for more information in the 
church service sheet or in an email. Do you have 
ideas for hands-on projects? Contact the church 
office. 

 

 

YOUTH GROUPS AT SCC 
 

Our programming for youth continues with Cross 
Connexions for those in grades 6 – 8 (age 11 by last 
March) and The Open Circle for those in grades 9-12. 
They meet one Sunday afternoon and one Friday 
night per month. 

 
MAINTENANCE AT SCC 

 

Since our farewell to David and Kathi, the church 
house has been repainted on the inside and its 
furniture, bedding and kitchenware upgraded. A 
section of the house has also be cornered off for 
Sunday School use on Sundays, in such a way as to 
ensure that there would be no encroachment on the 
privacy of the pastor. Members from the church 
helped with kitting out the house and Sunday 
School area with new and second-hand 
equipment/furnishings and a team led and 
encouraged by Janis Fuentes spent a day or two 
cleaning and decorating the entire manse whilst the 
painter was finishing off.  
 

A few financial donations have been gratefully 
received, a couple of families have provided very 
useful items of furniture and the Ladies Guild has 
made sure that all the necessary bills have been 
covered. 
 

A huge “thank-you” to all who have supported this 
venture with their time and effort and financial 
help. There is still a list up on the notice board in 
the hall of a few other furnishings which would be 
useful for the church house, should you want to 
check this out (e.g. bedside tables/lamps, a couple 
of couches for the Sunday School sitting room).  
 

A new church car has also been purchased – a 
second-hand Mazda 3 – to replace the Renault Clio. 
Many thanks are extended to the Ladies Guild and 
all those who support their sales, which in turn has 
financed the new church car.  

 

 
CHURCH INFORMATION 

 

Council Chair – Victor Hawkins 
Vice Chair – Neil Walbaum 
Treasurer – Gordon Yorston 
Secretary – Tessa Too Kong 
 

Other council members – Joel Araujo, David Cobb, 
Janis Fuentes, Bunny Yeomans, Arina Lewis, Mary 
Oldfield and David Madison 
 

Office hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F)  
Office staff: Audrey Wilsdon    
Phone/fax:  2232-1113 

Pastor: - Brett Younger – 2233-7557 
 younger_LB@mercer.edu  
 

E-mail: office@santiagochurch.org 
Web site: www.santiagochurch.org 
Facebook: Santiago Community Church 
Address: Avda. Holanda 151 Providencia 
Postal address: Santiago Community Church 
    Casilla 16144, Correo 9 
    Providencia, Santiago 

 

 
CHURCH COMMITTEES 

 

The following list indicates which Council members 
are on which committees: 
 
Finance Committee:   Victor Hawkins  
    Gordon Yorston  
 
Fabric Committee:   David Cobb 
    Joel Araujo 
 
Outreach Committee:  Janis Fuentes 
    David Madison 
 
Pastoral Committee:   Bunny Yeomans 
 
Discipleship Committee: Arina Lewis 
    Janis Fuentes  
    Mary Oldfield 
 
Personnel Committee: Victor Hawkins 
    Neil Walbaum 
 
SCC News:   Tessa Too Kong 
     

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Keep in mind that we have a time change on 
September 7 (clocks move FORWARD, so less 
sleep!!), and that there are THREE public holidays 
September - September 18, 19 and 20. 

mailto:office@santiagochurch.org

