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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 
 
 I like the story about the man who 
commissioned a painter to do a portrait of 
his wife.  After many days of painting, the 
man asked the painter if he could see how 
the portrait was going.  The painter agreed.  
The man was upset when he looked and 
discovered that the painting was much 
more of an abstract than he imagined.  He 
spoke very critically to the painter. “That 
does not look like my wife at all.” “Really,” 
said the painter. “I think I have captured her 
essence very well.” “How can you say 
that?” said the man. “This is what my wife 
looks like” and he pulled out a wallet size 
photograph of his wife.  The painter replied, 
“She is very small, isn’t she?”  Just to clarify 
the point, every image, no matter how 
“realistic” is always only a representation, 
not the “real” or complete thing. 
 

Every photo, every painting, indeed 
every description of someone, or something 
is always only partial.  I heard this story first 
in terms of the Gospels.  Each Gospel is a 
sort of portrait painted by the Evangelist to 
highlight certain aspects of who Jesus was 
and is.  Each one is different. We need not 
try to make one Gospel story out of the four 
or we miss some of the “essence” each one 
presents to us.  Even in describing or 
categorizing each Gospel, such as John is 
the more theological/spiritual Gospel, or 
Matthew the “Jewish Gospel” for example, 
we limit the message. 

 
Our words will always fall short of 

presenting the full picture of any person or 
any event, much less the one we call Lord 
and Savior. Jesus is always more than we 
can fully grasp.  Even as each Gospel 
paints with different style strokes, so each 
reader sees differently.  Together, as we 
share, the image is fuller though still 
incomplete. 
 

 
 
 
 I write these words for my last 
newsletter article, first because I always 
want to offer some Biblical insight that 
might be helpful/challenging. However, I 
offer this particular story because it reminds 
me of my task to share with you, my family 
at Santiago Community Church, what you 
have meant to Kathi and me these eleven 
plus years.  We cannot put into words the 
gratitude we have for the life and love we 
have shared with you.  Anything I say will 
only be partial.  

 
 I can show photos of Bible study 

groups, of retreats and youth gatherings, of 
children laughing, of workdays, and 
dinners, but each will only hint at the joy 
and growth we have shared together.  
Nevertheless, on our despedido on Sunday 
evening June 1 we will likely show a few of 
those photos.  Partial is better than nothing.  
We hope you will join us. 

 
I can write words which seek to 

express our gratitude for the love and 
support we have felt from you.  From the 
day we arrived on January 1, 2003 to this 
strange and beautiful country we now 
consider home, we were immediately 
welcomed with open arms.  You have 
supported our ministry with your words and 
deeds. So many of you have “stepped up” 
to step out in faith through various 
programs and ministry efforts. You have 
offered yourselves by sharing your faith 
journeys with us in various Bible studies, 
prayer times and retreats. You have made 
life joyful with your friendship.  Your 
hospitality has continued with dinners and 
brownies, with advice and especially with 
prayers when our parents have been ill.  
None of these words are adequate to say 
thanks, but we hope you know that we have 
loved our time here in Santiago because of 
you.  We do love you and have felt loved by 
you.  Continue to support us by supporting 
the next pastors who come this way. Thank 
you.  

 
Grace and peace, 
David  

 



AGM REPORT FROM VICTOR 
HAWKINS, OUR COUNCIL CHAIR 

 
When I was a young man there was a 

program on BBC television late on Saturday 
night called “That was the week that was”. 
Tonight we are reviewing “that was the year 
that was”; a year that started off with great 
enthusiasm and finished with great sadness 
and concern for the future. A year in which we 
announced the ending of the Bubb pastorate 
and the prospect of a year of transition. This 
congregation swallowed hard remembering 
their last transition, then straightened their 
backs and kept on going.  David and Kathi 
didn’t slow down, in fact, they went on as if 
nothing was happening. 
 Tonight we have been talking about 
“Who are we?” What is it about this 
congregation that is so attractive to ministers 
from all around the world? We are not all Cindy 
Crawford or Antonio Banderas. First we are a 
happy congregation. Think about the photos 
that Kathi shows you. Lots of smiling faces. 
We are a welcoming congregation. We lose 
10% of our congregation every year but 
manage to replace them. 
We are an active congregation. We do Bible 
Studies, retreats, outreach programmes, 
fellowship time and enough dinners to make 
sure that we have to watch our waistlines  

All of this does not just happen by 
chance. It needs leadership, organization and 
lots of volunteers with energy. Those who have 
worked with David know his considerable 
leadership and organizational skills and we 
know about Kathi’s leadership and 
organizational skills and her energy level. If we 
could plug her into the grid we would solve all of 
Chile’s energy problems! I believe that we, as a 
congregation, reflect their attributes but they 
would be the first to play down their role 
because behind them are lots of people working 
away to make sure that your time at SCC is 
worthwhile in all senses. 

We have the Council whom you will 
elect tonight. Each member is either the 
chairperson of a sub-committee or sits on a 
sub-committee of Council. It has been my 
pleasure to work with this Council and I would 
like to thank them for their service to the 
church. 

Our Sunday School continues to thrive 
thanks to Kathi’s leadership and to a large 
group of teachers and helpers. Their success is 
a major factor in the success of this church. We 
do not thank them often enough. We are all 
grateful for all they do for our children. Our 
youth group leaders also deserve our thanks. 
What a fine group of young people we have in 
these groups. 

Our Ladies Guild continue to have four 
book sales per year and continue to raise 
significant sums for the church and other 
charitable organizations despite the fact that 
there are now only five of them and can 
remember when they rode the tramcars in 
Santiago. An inspiration to all of us. 

Our Men’s breakfast continues to 
flourish and have now added choral singing to 
their many talents. 

Our Bible Study groups continued 
during 2013 but I was sorry to hear that the 
Tuesday morning bible study group is 
disbanding due to the health of some of its 
members. 

Our choir does not get the credit it 
deserves for the time and effort they put in to 
rehearsals and their work on Sunday mornings. 
Numbers in the choir are growing . 

I would like to mention two other people 
specifically in this report. Gordon Yorston took 
over the Treasurer’s position when Janet 
Hamilton returned to the US and then was 
faced with converting our reporting system to 
the new international accounting procedures 
applicable in Chile this year. This he has done 
and you have seen the results. We are greatly 
indebted to him. 

We are also indebted to Audrey who 
deals with everything that we dump on her on 
our good days and bad days. Funnily enough 
I’ve never known her to be anything but the 
bright, cheery, positive person that she is. We 
should all be grateful for the work she does for 
us. Our thanks to her. 

I struggled with what to say about David 
and Kathi that I haven’t said during my various 
times as Council chair. I have therefore asked 
that my comments from last year’s AGM about 
David and Kathi’s ministry here be attached to 
the activity reports as it gives a more numeric 
indication of their ministry. 
 We know that their ministry to this 
church has been transformative for the church. 
We know, and they know, that they are loved by 
this congregation and that when they finally say 
their goodbyes there will not be a dry eye in the 
place. We know, and they know, that the church 
is in a much better situation in all senses, than it 
was when they arrived. They also know that we 
wish that they would stay here forever and yet, 
and yet, they have decided to leave. Not 
because they are unhappy at how we have 
treated them, not because someone has come 
along and offered them a wonderful position 
with lots of money and a fancy car but because 
of their love for their parents. They are not the 
only children in their families but it is they who 
have decided that they have fulfilled God’s call 
to this church and their call now is to return to 
the area where their parents live to be able to 
spend time with them and to supervise their 



wellbeing. It is a decision that took courage and 
self-denial and is typical of them because they 
understood that there was a very good chance 
that they would leave here without a job. I have 
every respect for their decision but wish it was 
different but then that would not be David and 
Kathi. It is unusual for a departing minister to 
assist in the election of his successor; however, 
they have devoted time to help the Pastoral 
Search Committee and their advice and 
knowledge of the different denominations and 
church language has been invaluable but again, 
this is typical of them. Interestingly Brett 
Younger, our interim pastor, was also very 
appreciative of the help and time David and 
Kathi have spent answering his questions. 

Much will be said by many people in the 
coming weeks about their ministry to this 
church. I would like to say this. This church has 
been blessed by their presence. I would like to 
thank them on your behalf for accepting the call 
to come here despite their reservations, for 
having the courage to come to this far-off land, 
for serving this congregation faithfully for the 
last eleven years and for serving as a model of 
the Christian faith. We are indebted to you both. 
You have guided us in our journey of faith and 
continue to guide us in the choice of those who 
will lead us in the next stage of that journey. Let 
it be as successful and joyful as it has been 
with you. May God bless you both for your 
ministry here. 
 
___________________________________ 
 

ABOUT OUR INTERIM PASTOR 
 

As you are aware the Pastoral Search 
Committee and the Council decided that we 
would call an Interim Pastor for four to five 
months prior to the arrival of the full time pastor. 
I am pleased to announce that the committee, 
after careful consideration of some very fine 
candidates, has unanimously selected the 
Reverend Dr. Brett Younger, who has been 
Associate Professor of Preaching at McAfee 
School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia for the 
last six years. Reverend Younger has accepted 
the position after which he will return to his 
teaching position at McAfee. 
Brett holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Baylor University in Texas, a Master of Divinity 
degree from the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kentucky and a Doctorate in 
Christian Preaching from the same university. 
He has been Interim pastor to three churches 
prior to which he was in parish ministry for 
twenty four years. 
He will be coming with his wife Carol, who holds 
a Masters degree in Divinity and is currently the 
editor of Reflections, a devotional guide and 

writer and editor for the Center for Teaching 
Churches at the McAfee School of Theology. 
Both are accomplished, published writers.  
Both are Members of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, a theologically moderate Fellowship 
of Baptists. We expect them here at the 
beginning of July. 

 
    Victor Hawkins 
 
__________________________________ 
 

 
FROM OUR NEW INTERIMS 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
Choosing interim ministers can feel like setting 
up a blind date, but we feel like your search 
committee has done a fine job of fixing us up.  
We were gently, graciously interrogated.  Your 
committee asked good questions about 
worship, Christian education, ministry, and 
whether Carol and I are the kind of Baptists you 
want to spend time with. 
 
We are enjoying learning about your church, 
asking questions, sending emails, listening to 
David’s good sermons, and wandering around 
your website and Facebook page.  As far as we 
can tell, you are a loving, delightful, fascinating 
congregation.  We look forward to worshipping 
with you, learning with you, serving with you, 
and being church with you.   
 

          Grace and peace, 
          Brett and Carol 

 
_____________________________________ 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATOR 
COORDINATOR 

 
We have selected for the position of 
Christian Education Coordinator Brooke 
Welborn, who has been active with our 
youth program and volunteers in the office. 
We congratulate her on her appointment. 
She will be training with Kathi in the coming 
weeks to take over a portion of the job that 
Kathi had (a total of ten hours a week), with 
a focus on the administration of the Sunday 
School. Brooke will officially begin work in 
August after time in the states. 

 
 
 



FALL IS IN FULL SWING!! 
 

Our church programming continues as we 
move into the colder months. Please mark your 
calendars for the following: 
 
GIFT Day (Growing In Faith Together)  
Saturday, May 10 10:00am - Noon “I am 
the church, you are the church, we are the 
church together.” We will explore how we 
maintain a strong and lively Christian presence 
and community during our time of pastoral 
transitions. Childcare available. 
 
All-Church Hike 
Wednesday, May 21 
We have two hikes that day – one for faster 
hikers and one for slower ones – out in Lo 
Barnechea. We’ll carpool from the church at 
9:00 am.  
 
Sunday School Teacher and Helper Training 
Friday, May 23 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Those who are interested in the educational 
ministry of the church are invited for lunch and 
a program. 
 
Inquirer’s Class  
Sunday, May 25 Noon – 1:15 pm  
David Bubb leads this opportunity to find out 
more about the work and mission of SCC. The 
meeting is in the church house, and childcare is 
available upon request. Please sign up by 
calling the church office. 
 
Bubb Despedida & Service of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, June 1 5:00 pm 
Reception following in the church hall. All ages 
are encouraged to come and bring some 
“finger-food” to share (sandwiches, chips, fruit, 
cookies, brownies, etc.) 
 
Pentecost Worship  
Sunday, June 8         10:30am 
Our youth will be leading this worship 
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit to 
the church for everyone in the church 
 
Ladies Guild Winter Sale 
Saturday, June 14 10:00 am 
Join us in the church hall for a sale of used 
books, woollies, baked goods, marmalade, 
chutney and more!!! If you have books to get rid 
of, we’ll gladly take them. We also appreciate 
donations of baked goods!! 
 
Winter Soup Fest 
Saturday, June 14 7:00pm 
Yes, we’re a few days early for winter, but let’s 
get together for a warm evening of food and 
fellowship for the whole family. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 
International Dinner 
Saturday, August 23  7:30 pm 
It’s always a fun evening – plan now to join us!  
 
ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 
October TBA 
We´re still working on the weekend and will let 
you know ASAP!!! 

____________________________ 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
 
We continue to have seven Sunday School 
classes (five that meet weekly, two older 
classes that meet less often). The classes are 
enjoying the curriculum, “Feasting on the 
Word”, that uses the lectionary passages for the 
week (that means that usually David is 
preaching on the same passage that the 
children are studying). Parents receive 
information each week through email on the 
theme for the week. If you are not receiving it 
and would like to, please let Kathi know!! 
Kathi@santiagochurch.org or 2233-7557 
  
A Sunday School Teacher and Helper Training 
Luncheon will be held on Friday, May 23 at 
12:30 pm. If you would like to find out more 
about our Sunday School program, or are 
interested in teaching or being a Sunday School 
helper, you are welcome to come!!  
 
 

 

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 

 
Congratulations to our new members of the 
Church Council who were elected at our Annual 
General Meeting in April: 
 
Tessa Too-Kong, David Madison, Joel Araujo, 
Gordon Yorston 
 
They join: 
Victor Hawkins, Bunny Yeomans, Janis 
Fuentes, Arina Lewis, Neil Walbaum. Mary 
Oldfield, David Cobb 
 
Members of the Auditing Commission are: 
 Brendan Cooper  
 Peter Walbaum 
 Carol Chatterton 
 
Thanks to all of these church members for 
serving the church in this way. Please keep 
them all in your prayers. Special appreciation 
goes to outgoing members Andrew Chadwick, 
Janet Hamilton, Dimas Lopez and Laura 
Griffith. 

mailto:Kathi@santiagochurch.org


SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 
 

May – To everything there is a season and a 
time for every purpose under heaven. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1  
 
June - Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 
your God will be with you wherever you go." 
Joshua 1:9 
 
July – I John 4:16  - God is love. Whoever lives 
in love lives in God, and God in them. 
 
Be sure to post the verse where you see it 
daily. Say it together with family members at 
prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of 
the verse in the Bible, as well. 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 
Weddings:  
01.03.2014 Pablo Rossi Bove and María-

José Chaparro Alcoholado 
Funerals:  
08.03.2014 Christopher (“Kit”) John 

Petterson 
27.04.2014 George Fred Sargent 
 
Memorial Service: 
22.03.2014 Frank Astley Goddard 
 

Farewells: 
Dimas López and Debra Eakins, to Canada 
Tom and Evelyn Esselstrom, to the US 
Caitlin Farrar, to the US 
Katherine Osborne, Anna and Olivia, to Mexico 
 
Last newsletter we missed: 
Roberta Bower, to the US 
Billy and Molly Schraub, to the US 
 
 

Prayer Concerns: 
Pat Gomez 
Luis Sutherland 
 
Please keep us informed of other concerns in 
our church family, either by emailing the church 
office or calling someone who is on staff at the 
church. 
______________________________________ 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
Total Expenses through March 2013 
    $ 26.837.813 
Total Income through March 2013 
    $ 22.535.145 
 
DEFICIT    $   4.302.668 

STEWARDSHP UPDATE 
 

Stewardship figures for end of March 2014 
Total pledged for 2014 
(81 pledges):                 $ 47.832.760 plus 
                                              USD 5100  
Received so far:            $ 16.281.421 
 
Compares with end March 2013 
Total pledged for 2013 
(86 pledges):                 $ 65.246.500 plus 

                      USD 15550 plus € 1200  
Received 31.03.2013:   $ 17.153.726. 

_____________________________ 
 

NEWS FROM CRESCENDO 
 
Crescendo, a home and center for adults with 
intellectual disabilities, is one of the programs 
that we at SCC support.  
 
Solange Vallejos, Executive Director of 
Crescendo would like to say Thank You for 
allowing them to sell Easter Eggs at the Ladies’ 
Guild Book Sale. Thanks to the sale of the 
Easter eggs, the participants of Crescendo 
were able to raise about $100.00. Their salaries 
are paid with this. 
 
During this week and next they will be selling 
sets of “alfajores” as gifts for Mother’s Day. 
If anyone would like to order alfajores, please 
call 24940341 or write to info@crescendo.cl 
 
Crescendo will be having their annual 
fundraising dinner at the Country Club on July 
31st. We will have more information on this 
event in the next couple of weeks. Please save 
the date! 
 
______________________________________ 

 
CHURCH INFORMATION 

 

Office hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F)  
Office staff: Audrey Wilsdon    
Phone/fax:  2232-1113 
 
E-mail: office@santiagochurch.org 
Web site:www.santiagochurch.org 
Facebook Page: Santiago Community Church 
 
Pastor:  David Bubb 

2233-7557 
  dkbubb@santiagochurch.org  
 
Address: Avda. Holanda 151 Providencia 
Postal address:  
 Santiago Community Church 
 Casilla 16144, Correo 9 
      Santiago, Chile 
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