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WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 

 

 
 Have you ever caught yourself 
saying something silly? I have.  While we 
were in the states we attended two 
conferences in the North Carolina 
Mountains.  The first, at the Presbyterian 
Conference Center called Montreat, 
focused on worship and music. The second 
conference, Soulfeast, sponsored by the 
Methodist’s Upper Room Ministries, was at 
beautiful Lake Junaluska. The Upper 
Room, perhaps best known for their daily 
devotional guide of the same name, is “a 
global ministry dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians seeking to 
know and experience God more fully.”   
Soulfeat offered a variety of spiritual and 
Biblical workshops. Montreat is for Kathi 
and me one of our favorite Christian 
conference centers. This was the first time 
we had attended a conference together at 
Lake Junaluska.  In the course of the week 
at Lake Junaluska, we naturally compared 
things between the two conferences—you 
know the usual types of things—which 
accommodations we liked the best, which 
worship we were more drawn towards, 
which setting we preferred. Both rated 
excellent all round. During dinner on the 
first night at Lake Junaluska we compared 
the buffet meals between the two 
conference centers. Notice I did say these 
were buffet meals.  Anyway, during our 
observations about the differences I made 
the following comment - “I have to say I 
preferred the desserts at Montreat.  Two of 
the three desserts we had tonight were 
nothing special.”  Kathi agreed. 

After a moment we looked at each 
other and couldn’t stop laughing. We found 
it pretty ridiculous to complain after eating 
parts of three desserts. We realized life is 
pretty good when one can make a 
statement like that.  Now in relative terms 
we liked the postres better at Montreat, but 

we realized how blessed we were to have 
the opportunity to be where we were.   

We are among the fortunate in the 
world who are able to travel, attend 
conferences, and have our fill of food.  
Sometimes many of us need to step back 
and get perspective.  I like the Old Hymn 
that shouts out,  “Count your many 
blessings, name them one by one.  And it 
will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 
Even if we do not have a super abundance 
of material things, though most of us at 
SCC do by the world’s standards, we know 
the blessings of God’s love in Christ. (see 
our scripture of the month). 

I was also reminded of that reference 
to those who see the glass half empty and 
those who see the glass half full.  The truth 
for most of us is the glass is 99% full and 
we complain about the little we are lacking. 
In many cases our complaints are not even 
related to our lack of needs, it is just that we 
think the other guy has a bigger jug of water 
than we do. 

On our recent trip we ended up 
being stranded in the Atlanta airport for 3 
days.  It was certainly an inconvenience 
that led to a complaint or two.  Yet when we 
broadened our perspective we thought of 
the marvel and gift of being able to fly. Even 
with our delay we were able to travel at a 
speed and over a distance that was 
impossible not that long ago. 

On what will we focus?  Will we see 
the goodness of God’s many blessings to 
us or concentrate on the inconveniences of 
life?  I ask these questions, not to diminish 
the pain of those who know real hardship.  
Nor do I seek to trivialize the inevitable 
tangible problems, big and small, that life 
brings. (I like to complain as much as the 
next guy about the unreliability of various 
machines, the incompetence of just about 
everyone except myself, and the bodily 
decay that comes with aging.) Rather, I 
know I need to remind myself to count my 
blessings regularly.  Or to use Paul’s words 
in Philippians 4:4, 8—Rejoice in the Lord 
always, I will say it again: Rejoice!  Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
thinks.” 

  Grace and Peace 
  David 



SPRING IS COMING!! 
 

Our church programming continues as we start 
moving into the warmer weather. Please mark 
your calendars for the following and plan to join 
us: 
 
All-Church Hike 
Wednesday, August 15 
    We will meet at the church at 9:00 am to  
    carpool to Aguas de Ramon in La Reina. 
    Cost of $1.500 for the park entrance. We’ll 
    hike about three hours (a slow group and a 
    fast group). All ages – plus guests are 
    welcome. Contact the church office to sign 
    up. 
 
TP Club  
Sunday, August 19    12:15 pm 

TP Club is for those in grades 3-5 (and/or 
who turned 8 last March). We gather for 
lunch, activities, games and more. 

     Cost is $2.500 for lunch – friends are 
     welcome. 
 
Spiritual Formation: Growing More in the 
Likeness of Christ 
Saturday, September 1 9:30 am-1:00 pm 
    Join us for brunch as we explore ways that 
    we can grow in faith maturity, through 
    conversation, interaction and other activities. 
    Open to older teens and adults. Childcare is 
    available upon request. Sign up in the back 
    of the church or call the church office. 
 
Inquirer’s Class  
Sunday, September 2 Noon – 1:15 pm  
    David Bubb leads this opportunity to find out 
    more about the work and mission of SCC. 
    The meeting is in the church house, and 
    childcare is available upon request. Please 
    sign up by calling the church office. 
 
Ladies Guild Book Sale 
Saturday, September 8 10:00 am 
     Join us in the church hall for a sale of 
     used books, marmalade, chutney      
     and more!!! If you have books to get rid 
     of, we’ll gladly take them. Volunteers 
     needed to set up books Friday morning and 
     to help with the sale on Saturday. Contact 
     the church office if you can help. 
 
Sunday, September 9 
Cross Connexions and 12:15 pm 
The Open Circle (TOC) 
     Our youth groups for those ages 11 (by last   
     March) through age 18 will meet after 
     church. Bring $2.500 for lunch – friends are 
     very welcome. 
 

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 
Fri. October 19 – Sun. October 21 

 
This will be the 9th year in a row that our church 
family has gathered together for a weekend of 
worship, study, fellowship and recreation. Here 
are some details and highlights: 
 
- The retreat begins with Friday night dinner 

and continues through Sunday lunch at a 
location easy to get to on the eastern edge 
of Santiago. 

- Participants are welcome to come for the 
entire weekend or any part of it. 

- Costs will be similar to last year – details to 
follow. This year you will have the option for 
paying for individual meals, rather than for 
the whole day (especially important for 
those who can only come on Saturday!!). 

- Reservations with a deposit are due by 
Sunday, October 14, and financial help is 
available. 

- We will have time for study, creativity and 
conversation in small groups, plus “free 
time”.  

- All ages are welcome. Children third grade 
and older will be in the small groups with 
adults for part of the time, with a special 
program for younger children. There will 
also be a nursery for the “wee ones”, with 
family time, as well. 

 
Would you like to be involved with planning the 
retreat or helping with some of the details? Or 
do you have more questions about the retreat? 
Contact the church office for info. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSES 
OF THE MONTH 

 
August – And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ. Ephesians 3:17-18   
 
September - 'For I know the plans I have for 
you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.' Jeremiah 29:11  
 
October – Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 
8:12 
 
Be sure to post the verse where you see it 
daily. Say it together with family members at 
prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of 
the verse in the Bible, as well. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
 
We continue to have six Sunday School 
classes, five of which meet almost weekly. The 
senior high class meets every other month.  
The last two Sundays in August we will learn 
about Esther, and then we will begin a new 
curriculum called Feasting on the Word. This 
on-line curriculum is lectionary-based, so many 
weeks David will be preaching on the same 
topics that the children will be studying. You 
can check out the materials at 
www.feastingontheword.net. Input back from 
parents will be appreciated! 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 
Weddings:  
12.05.2012 Peter Stefanowsky Lister and 

Angela Andrea Aretio Angulo 
21.07.2012 Jaime Millañir Lefimán and 

Tryntsje Sytske Nicolai 
21.07.2012 Paplo López González and 

Caroline Motta Pino 
04.08.2012 David Iturra Loaiza and Nicole 

Piña Daza 
 
Funerals:  
01.06.2012 Sebastian Uriarte Solis 
 
Farewells: 
Currie-Olive family: Lyndall, Geoff, Mitchell  

and Caleb – to Canada 
Simon-Cadiz family: Richard, Alejandra, Ale, 

 Ignacio – to the USA 
Paul, Dawn, Sarah and Owen Watzlavick –  

to Japan 
Elizabeth Allen Giordano, David, Luca and Max 

 – to the USA 
Todd, Kym, Maz, Nate and Clara Porter – to the 

USA 
Chris, Claire, Isaac, Peter, Arthur and Jude 

Curtis – to Mozambique 
Laura Marrin – to the USA 
 
Prayer Concerns: 
Jean Giesen 
Betty Crossley 
Betty Richards 
Betty Scott 
Pat Gomez 
June Mackenzie 
Jackie Donoso 
Mosea Grander 
 
Please share other concerns with the church 
office. 
 

 

                 SCC FINANCES 
 

Total Expenses through July 2012 
      55.620.103 

Total Income through July 2012 
      55.659.365 
SURPLUS  

      39.262 
Stewardship:  
Total pledged for 2012: $ 57.029.000 PLUS 
US$ 25.500 (95 pledges) 

____________________________ 
 

LIGHTHOUSE LIBRARY  
    AND BOOKSTORE 

 
We are delighted that many people have taken 
advantage of our revamped library in the glass 
shelves in the church hall! If you have not taken 
the time to look, here is some of what you’ll 
find: 

- Travel books, including the latest 
Culture Shock: Chile for newcomers 

- Parenting books 
- Books on prayer and devotional 

readings 
- Books on religion and science 
- Books by authors Max Lucado, 

Marcus Borg, N.T. Wright, John 
Ortberg, Harold Kusher, Scott 
McKnight and many others 

- A series for “armchair theologians” 
(that means they don’t expect you to 
know much already!) on Barth, 
Calvin, Augustine, Aquinas and 
other great theologians 

 
All you have to do to check out a book is to take 
the card out of the back, write your name and 
date and put the card in the basket. You can 
also take a bookmark and put the day’s date on 
it, reminding yourself to return the book after 30 
days. (You can always check it out again it you 
are not finished!!) 
 
We also have items for sale, including Bibles, 
hymnals and our very own church cookbook 
that has recipes from around the world from our 
church members. There are a few other books 
for sale, as well as some greeting cards in 
English. 
  
And don’t forget that we have a children’s 
lending library set up in the library at the church 
(next to the “old” bathrooms). This library has 
an honor system, so feel free to borrow books 
and bring them back when you are finished. If 
you have children’s books that you would like to 
contribute, they would be welcome!  
 

http://www.feastingontheword.net/


OUTREACH 
 

Thanks to all who contributed to the Food 
Collection at the end of July. Your contributions 
will help those in need through Youth for Christ, 
an organization supporting children and families 
in Cerro Navia. They made up 18 parcels from 
our donations which have been delivered and 
they estimate these will cover that same 
number of families. They are very appreciative 
of our donation. 
 
Thanks also to those who helped finish up the 
painting projects at the center and home with 
Crescendo. It took a while for the paint to dry on 
a dreary June morning, but we got it done! 
  
The Outreach Committee used some of the 
10% that is set aside from our church budget to 
buy new beds for our girls in Casa 4 of Hogar 
La Granja. Recently our monthly donations of 
cleaning and personal items have been 
adjusted to reflect their needs at this time.  
 
We continue to collect tapitas, or bottle tops 
from soft drink bottles. Currently they are taken 
to Rostros Nuevos, an organization that 
supports adults with intellectual disabilities. 
They sort the items then sell them to an 
organization that recycles them into plant 
containers.  
 
When you sort through your (good) clothes, 
toys and household items, please keep SCC in 
mind. We can distribute them to one of the 
programs that we support, including Youth for 
Christ, the Salvation Army and Hogar La 
Granja. The things that you don’t want can be 
treasures to others. 
 
We hope to have some hands-on projects lined 
up soon. Watch for more information in the 
church service sheet or in an email. Do you 
have ideas for hands-on projects? Contact the 
church office. 

 
 
 

 

YOUTH UPDATE 
 
We will be training new acolytes as part of our 
TP Club on Sunday, August 19 from 12:15 – 
3:00 pm. If your child turned 8 years old by last 
March, he/she is welcome to serve as an 
acolyte, the one who brings in the flame (the 
light of Christ) for the candles at the beginning 
of the service and takes the flame out into the 
world at the end of the service. Please contact 
Kathi for more information or to sign up your 
child. 233-7557 or Kathi@santiagochurch.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
Council Chair – Victor Hawkins 
Vice Chair – Anne McLean 
Treasurer – Laura Griffith 
Secretary – Ailsa Shaw 
 
Other members: Richard Collingwood-Selby, 
Janis Fuentes, Bunny Yeomans, Dimas Lopez, 
Janet Hamilton, Arina Lewis, Andrew Chadwick 
 
Office hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F)  
Office staff: Audrey Wilsdon    
Phone/fax:  232-1113 
 
Pastor: - David Bubb – 233-7557 
 dkbubb@santiagochurch.org  
 
E-mail:  office@santiagochurch.org 
Web site: www.santiagochurch.org 
Facebook: Santiago Community Church 
 
Address: Avda. Holanda 151 Providencia 
Postal address:  
 Santiago Community Church 
 Casilla 16144, Correo 9 
      Providencia, Santiago 
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